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UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. 
It is often contended that the scriptures unequivocally 
affirm the endless punishment of the wicked, by usiug lan- 
guage that will admit of no other interpretation. But 
should it be clearly proved that the phraseology, which 
has been employed to establish the doctrine of eternal 
misery, is never used for such a purpose in the scriptures, 
this part of the argument will be relinquished. To judge 
of ascripture phrase you are *o select no particular chap- 
ter and abide its supposed decision; but you are to com- 
pare it with itself inevery part of the Book, and with 
similar expressions, that you may come to a conclusion 
that after investigation shall not weaken. For want of 
this faithful analysis, some are driven about by every 
wind of doctrine ; while others fancy any thing may be 
proved from the scriptures, and that consequently they are 
of no worth. To induce a study of the divine oracles, 
that all things may be tested. and the good retained, and 
that each may be able to give a reason for the hope that is 
in him, we present our readers with the following “Ilus- 
trations of the Divine Government, by T. Southwood 
Smith, M. D.” 


Of the argument in favour of endless misery, derived from 
the phrase Unquenchable Fire. 


The following passages have been deemed de- 

cisive proofs of the endless duration of the mis- 
ery of the wicked. 
_ Matt. xxv..41; “Depart from me ye cursed. 
into eternal or lasting fire.’ Jude 7 ;° ‘As Sod- 
om and Gomorrha are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance, of eternal fire.” This 
fire has been extinguished long ago. Matt. iii. 
12; ‘But he will burn the chaff, with unquench- 
able fire. Mark ix. 48349; ‘And if thy hand 
cause thee to offend, cut it off ; itis better for 
thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched, where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot cause 
thee to offend, cut it off; it is better for thee to 
enter halt into life, than having two feet to be 
cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quen- 
ched. And if thine eye cause thee to offend, 
pluck it out; it is better for thee to enter into 
ihe kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be castinto hell fire, where thew 
worm dicth not, and the fire is not quenched ; for 
every one shail be salted with fire, and every sac- 
rifice shall be salted with salt.” 





It is argued that our Lord in this passage re- 
peats five times that the fire into which the wick- 
ed are cast, shall never be quenched ; that three 
times he speaks of hell asa place where the 
worm dieth not, and that still farther to show the 
perpetuity of the sufferings of the wicked, he 
adds, “for every one shall be salted with fire.” 
As it is the property of salt to preserve, it is ar- 
gued, that the inference justly deducible from 
this awful intimation is. that this fire, while it 
torments its unhappy victims, shadl not put a pe- 
riod to their existence, but, contrary to its nat- 
ural effect, continue them in being. 

A carefal examination of this passage will show 
that this argument is founded upon a false inter- 
pretation of the metaphors which are here em- 
ployed, and that it is altogether fallacious. Je- 
sus speaks of the wicked as being cast into the 
valley of Hinnom, into the unquenchable fire, 
where the worm dieth not. Yet ‘‘in the valley 
of Hinnom, the worm died when its food failed, 
and the pile on which human sacrifices were 
burnt,to Moloch was often extinguished.” NVew- 
come. 

‘*These emblematical images, expressing hell, 
were ip use among the Jews before our Saviour’s 
time. ‘The son of Sirach says, vil. 7, ‘The ven- 
geance of the ungodly is fire and worms.’ Ju- 
dith xvi. 17 ; *The Lord will take vengeance on 
the ations, &c., in the day of judgment, in put- 
ting fire and worms in their flesh.’’? Lowth’s 
Note on Isaiah Ixvi. 24. 

When it is said that every one shall be salted 
with fire, or every sacrifice is salted with salt, 
this isto be understood, ‘‘not literally as the law 
requires, Levit. i. 13, but dgoratively, with the 
salt of divine assistance and instruction. Salt 
being a preservative of food from hasty corrup- 
tion, was among the Jews an emblem of virtue 
and knowledge, by which the mind is purified. 
Coloss. iv. G6 ; ‘Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt.?” Newcome. 


Thatthe phrase unguenchable fire, upon which 
20 much stress ts always laid in the argument for 
Endless Misery, does not denote a fire which 
shall never cease, is most certain. The follow- 


ing passages afford irresistible evidence, that it 
is constantly used inthe Scriptures ina limited 
sense. 

Jer. xvii. 27; “Butif ye will not hearken un- 
to me, to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to beas 
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a burthen, even entering in at the cates of Je- 





tn such an age the ministry must in a measure be 


rusalem on the Sabbath day, then will I kindlelcontroversial. In particular, a minister, who af- 
Jive in the gates thereof, and it shall devour thelter serious investigation attaches himself to that 


palaces of Jerusalem, anp ir sHALL NOT BE 
QUENCHED.” 
Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, ch. xxx. 18, &c. 


class of Christians, to which we ofthis religious 


Yet the same prophet predicts that}ociety are known to belong, cannot but feel that 


the painful office of conflict with over denomin- 


Ezek. xx. 45—48; “Moreover the word offations is laid upon him ; for, whist we deny the 
the Lord came unto me saying, son of man; set/christian name to none who acknowledge Jesu: 
thy face towards the south, and say to the forest)as their Saviour and Lord, we do deliberately be- 
of the south, Hear the wordof the Lord. Be-jlieve, that by many who confess him his religion 
hold [ will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall de-jis mournfully disfigured. ‘We believe, that pie- 
vour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree)ty at present is robbed in no small degree of its 


the flaming flame shail not be quenche:’, and all fa 





singleness, energy, and happiness, by the multi- 


ces from the south to the north sili be burnedjplication in the church of objects of supreme 
therein, and all flesh shall see that I the Lordjworship; by the division of the one God ints 


have kindled it ; it shal! not he quenched.”? 
If it be supposed that these n.enaces were act- 


three persons, who sustain different relations to 
tnankind ; and above ail by the dishonorable views 





ually executed upon Jerusalem, and that wheniformed of the moral character and administration 
this devoted city was destroye!. the prophecy of the Deity. Errors relating to God seem to 


was literally accomplished, it s..st be admitte: 


\jus among the most pernicious that can grow up 


that the fire which consumed it}. already extin-|among christians ; for they darken, and, in the 


guished, and that therefore the scriptural mean-|strong language of scripture, *‘turn into blood,” 
ing of an unguenchable fire is not one which has|the Sun of the Spiritual Universe. Around just 


49 


no termination. If these dreadful threatenings|views of the Divine character all truths and all 
be more justly considered as fieurative, if must{virtues naturally eather ; and although some 
be allowed that they express the Diviue displeas-|minds of native irrepressible vigor may rise to 
ure, and the severity of the punishment which isjgreatness, in spite of dishonorable conceptions 
inflicted on the disobedient, bui set that they de- of God, yet, as a general rule, human nature can- 


termine any thing relative to its duration. 


not spread to its just and full proportions under 


Isaiah xxxiv. 9—11: ‘And the streams there- {their appalling, enslaving, heart-withering con- 
of (of the land of Idumea) shall be turned intojtrol. We discover very plainly, as we think, in 


pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, anc 


\|the frequent torpor of the conscience and heart 


the land thereof shall become burning pitch.—]!n regard to religious obligation, the melancholy 
Tt shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke\tnfluences of that system, so prevalent among us, 


thereof shall go up forever; from generation te 


)|which robs our heavenly father of bis parental 


generation it shall be waste ; none shall passjattributes. Indeed it seems impossible for the 
through it forever. But the cormorant and the|conscience, under such injurious representations 
bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the ra-{of the Divine character, to discharge intelligent- 
ven shall dwell in it; and he shall stretch outjly its zolemn office of enforcing love to God as 
upon it the line of confusion, and the stone of|man’s highest duty ; and accordingly when reli- 


Vv 
> 


emptiness.’ 


gious excitements take place under this gloomy 


No fire, with which the wicked are threaten-jsystem, they bear the marks of a morbid action 
ed, is expressed in language so strong as this, yet much more than of a healthy, restorative process 
it is obvious that this phraseology cannot denote|o! the moral nature.” 


a fire which shall never end: for if any one can 
believe that ldumea was really turned into pitch 
and brimstone, and set on fire, yet it is iinpossi- 


ble to suppose, thatit will continue burning thro 





The adi untages of Temperance. 


} A Blacksmith, in the city of Philadelphia, some 


the ages of eternity ; and if the denunciation be|!rty years ago, was complaining to his iron mer- 
interpreted in a figurative sense, the calamities chant that such was the scarcity of money that he 


it threatens must be understood to be of a tem 
poral nature, and therefore of limited duration. 


DR. CHANNING’S SERMON. 





{L-We recommend tothe attention of our readers the 
following extract from Dr. Cuannine’s SEnmMonN, at 


the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. Gannert. 


‘* But free inquiry not only generates occasion-|spirits of any kind. 


al scepticism, but much morea diversity of opin 


ion among the believers ef Christianity ; and to 


‘J 





iconid not pay his rent. ‘Tbe merchant then ask- 
ed him how much rum he used in his family in 
the course of aday. Upon his answering this 
question, the merchant made a calculation and 
shewed him that his rum amounted to more mon- 
ey io the year than his house rent. The calcu- 
lation so astonished the mechanic that he deter- 
wuned from that day to buy and drink no more 
In the course of the next 
-jensuing year he paid his rent, and bought a new 
suit of clothes out of the savings of his temper- 





ie the miniatr et have a snerijal adaytati 
ttys the ministry must have a especial adaptation.jance. 
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UNIVE RSALISM IN DISGUISE. 

Though we have long seen the inconsistences of the con- 
sistent, and been fully satisfied that they cherished senti- 
ments at war with the inferences they have drawn from 
them, yet in this instance it is presumed they have a subter- 
fuge. Dr. Spring, of New-York, has admitted in this city.|, 
that all men will serve God in spirit and in truth; but he 
eaid this would be during Christ’s millennial reign on earth. 
Now, although there may be much unfairaess in the lan- 
guage, and much tendency to mislead in this report, the 
writer probably intended what Dr. Spring asserted. But 
if he truly believe in Universalism, he ought to show that 
he loves the praise of God more than the praise of men. 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
UNIVERSAL SALVATION PUBLISHED BY 
THE ORTHODOX! 


In the Franklin Herald, and Gazette, two papers pub- 
lished in Greenfield, Mass. appeared, on the 17th inst. the 
* Sixth Annual Report of the Directors of the Franklin 
County Bible Society.” signed * T. Strong :” in which the 
salvation of all men is clearly stated, as being the subject of 
unwavering faith. “We are taught, (says the Report,) 
to believe that a day will come when the temple of right- 
eousness shall be erected over the ruins of ignorance, yiec, 
infidelity and idolatry ; and when every country, and eve- 
ry heart, sha! !submit to the dominion of Jesus Christ.”— 
One or more sentences, ofthe same import, are penned in 
this production. No one can question, that, if we are 
taught that Christ will eventually reign in every breast. 
we are taught that all mankind will be saved; for it can- 

not be conceived that Christ, the Saviour, can reign in any 
heart, and that heart still remain uncleansed from moral 
impurity. ‘Therefore, although the reverend writer of the 
Leport does not say, in so many words, that we are taught 
to believe in the salvation of all men, ‘he nevertheless em- 
ploys language which cannot, by any possibility, be fairly 
applied to express any other sentiment. I say then thai 
the Report, in declaring that we are taught that Christ will 
reign in every heart, does, unequivocally, assert a perfect 
confidence in the salvation of all men. How many ardent 
lovers of this truth have labored long, and suffered calum- 
ny and re proach, inhumble endeavors to propagate it !— 
And for what reason have this calumny and reproach been 
heaped upon them? For no other than this, that they have 
preached the doctrine under a different name. They have 
allowed it to be styled Universalism; a name abhorred\}\ 
but not understood. People abhor the name of Urivereal- 
ism, an| yet (thanks to their stupidity,) they like the idea 
hat Christ will re ign in every heart, well enough; altho’ 
{is as Universalism as ever was preached. And 
have all the reproach and calumay, which Universalists 
lave suffered, been heaped upon them only for the offeuce 
of taking an undisguised name? Solely for that; ‘unless, 
teed, the Limitarians have entirely changed their creeds 
an a have ceased, in fact, to be Limitarians. 


s hes r 


Pity, pity ! pity that one class of christians should suffer 
for honestly taking a significant and ap propriate name, 
while another class shouid be honored for holding the same 
sentiments in disguise. But how long, pray, have our ad- 
versaries entertained the Universalists’ doctrine, that Jesus 
Christ will one day reign in every heart? The Lord only 
knows. But one thing is certain, which is, that, for sever- 
al years, they have been publishing this sentiment to the 
world, and yet, all the while, claim to be unbelieve.s in it. 
About two years ago the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, convened at Philadelphia, proclaimad this 


do Presbyterians believe that Cirist will reign in every 
heart, and yet calumniate, oppose and grind the Univer- 
salists? Not so with the writer of the above-mentioned Re- 
port. He is believed to be an honorable exception. He 
is reputed to be a man of christian charity. Probably 
there are a number of like disposition. Of such there can 
be no complaint, unless it be that they discover a want of 
generosity in screening themselves from the odium attach- 
ed to the name of Universalist, and Universalism, by as- 
suming some other, less odious to the public, aud preacii- 
ing the sentiment in disguise. 

How can one glory in the cross of Christ, when, for his 


“Isake, a little popular odium is not willingly encountered ? 


This is suggested for the consideration of those who verily 
believe that Christ will finally reign in every heart, and 
yet refuse to be called Universalists. Give us open, ingen- 
uous conduct ; let every noble mind bid defiance to popu- 
lar ignominy for the truth’s sake. If | believe that Christ 
will ever reign in every heart, I believe in the salvation of 
all men. Ido believe that christ will reign in every heart, 
and therefore Iam a Universalist. Messrs. Prejudice, Su~ 
perstition, Bigotry & Co. may snarl at this, but let them 
beware, and not actually bite, for it may wound where it 
would grieve even them to give pain, considering that lam 
in company with they idolized Presbyterian, Calvanistic, 
and Arminian authorities, in the belief that Christ will 
reign in every heart. Come, gentlemen, what signify di- 
visions and animosities? When, in religion, as it may 
be said with truth, providing you believe what you 
say, We are all Presbyterians, (or Episcopalians, as the 
case may be,) we are all Universalists—Why then 
should we wrangle? Why vex and worry each oth- 
er? Why refuse fellowship?) Why exclude from our 
pulpits? Why vilify and traduce? Why excite popular 
prejudices against our brethren fora name? We all be- 
lieve that Christ will reign in every heart. Why not ex- 
hibit the best proof the cause admits, that Christ. even now, 
reigus in our hearts? Christ is love. Christ is a good 
tree. A good tree doth not produce evil fruit. Are not 
slander, misrepresentation, reproach and contempt, evil 
fruit? Woes Christ reign in your hearts when ye bite and 
devour us, your brethren? your brethren in the faith that 
Jirist will finally reign in every heart? Come, gentle- 
men, reflect a moment. For what have you heretofore so 
much abused the Universalists? For what have you ex- 
communicated them from you churches? For what have 
you refused them your fellowship and communion? For 
what have you spoken contemptuously of their doctrine ? 
For what have you warned the people to keep aloof from 
their preaching and their writings? What but this, that 
they have frankly and unreservedly preached, and endea- 
vored to propagate, the doctrine which you yourselves do 
unequivocally avow, in your most public communications, 
the doctrine that Christ will overcome all opposition, and 
reign inevery heart? “For he must reign until all his 
encmies are put under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death. And when all things subdued 
unto him, (i. e. when he shall reign in every heart.) one 
shall the Son also, himself, be subject unto him that put all 


at 
are 


{things under him, that God may be all in all.” 








Augié sf, 18 24. J. B. 
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PERSECUTORS 
Persecutors on the score of religion have, in general, 


' 
heen the foulest of hypocrites, and their burning zeal has 
too often been lighted up at the altar of worldly ambition. 
Dul suppose we admit that persecution may, in some solita- 
ry eas ey > arisen from motives that are pure ; the glory 
of God, and the salvation of men. But here again the 
purity of the motive is most wofully eclipsed by the 2TOSS 
absurdity of the means. For the perseeutor must begir 





sentiment in their ria address. It is also to be fou ndjby breaking many fund amental laws of his mas — in 0: 
ramany oftheir printed sermons and books. Good § aor ta commen < onerations in his favour, thus assere 
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ting, by deeds, if not by words, that the intrinsic excellence|drim of 72 judges, and the punishment ¢f stoning ; but call- 


of the code of our Saviour, is insufficient for its own pre- 
servation. But thus it is, that even the sincerest persecu- 


iag him fool, or by the most opprobrious appellation, shall 


tor defends the cause of his master. He shows his love of @*Pose you to be burnt alive im the valley of Hinnom, with 
man by breaking his cardinal laws; he then seeks to glo-jthe filth of Jerusalem. To prevent mistake or perversion, 


rify a God of mercy, by worshipping him as a Moloch, who 
delights in human sacrifices ; and, lastly, he shows his love 


let it be remarked or remembered, that the literal meaning 


of his neighbour, by roasting his body for the good of his of the words translated hell-fire, is the fire of the valley of 


soul. Butcana darkness which is intellectual, be done 
away bya fire which is material ? or is it absolutely neces- 


gary to make a faggot of a man’s body in order to enlight- 
ex his mind ? 
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SATURDAY, September 18, 1824. 


NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 
Believing many honest and anxious enquirers are pre- 
vented from understanding the oracles of God, through un- 
acquaintance with Jewish customs, the idoms of their lan- 
guage, and the changes which have taken place in the En- 
glish, since the common version of the scriptures—we shall 


occasionally furnish illustrations of obscure passages, that 
the volume of God may be more highly valued, by being 
more clearly understood. In the present instance, we give a 
few comments on the twenty-secoud verse of the fifth chap- 
ter of Matthew. “ But [say unto you, that whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause, shall be in danger 
ofthe judgment ; and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council; but whosoever 
shall say, thou fool, shall be in danger of hell-fire.” 

To understand this and the preceding verse, it may be 


Hinnom. This note gives a just gradation to the punish- 


ments, and shows how connexion and proporiion are sus- 
tained between the first and the last; but should the 
opinion be adopted, that Ael/-fire in this verse means endless 
sufferimg, no proportion is preseryed, nor can the last in- 
fliction be considered punishment. 


e 


REASONS FOR BELIEVING IN UNIVER- 
SALISM. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 128.} 
2. The commission of Christ te his disciples is univer- 
sal, 


This statement, though in some measure connected with 


the one last considered, has such distinguishing characte z- 
istics, that it requires a separate and serious examination. 
When christ had finished the business of his mission on 
earth, and was about toascend to his Father in heaven, 
that his doctrine might be inculeated with strength and pu- 
rity, he gave his disciples a commission to preach, and in- 
structed them to take his sermons for their directory in 
their deeply interesting concernment. Knowing the com- 
inon, the almost unexceptionable illiberality of the Jewish 
nation, and the belief they entertained, that the favor of 





observed, that the Jews had two courts ; one common, call- 
ed the judgment, which consisted of 25 men; the sentence | 
of this court on malefactors was strangling or beheading wi: 
the other was called the council or sanhedrim. This was 
the supreme court of the Jews; it consisted of 72 judges, 
by whom the highest crimes were tried, which this court. 
and this alone, punished with stonine : this, in their opin- 
jon, was a more terrible death than the former. The 
phrase hell-fire, at the close of the 22d verse, is not here 


supposed to mean any future punishment of the wicked ; 


but a punishment by death still wore awfal than the other 


° ° . . _ _ ‘ — { 
two, i. e. being burnt alive in the valicy of Hinnom. This}- 


valley of Hinnom, or Tophet, is where Moloch, the principal 
idol of the Ammonites, was piaced, in whose cruel worship 
children were burnt insacrifice. Josiah destroyed this in- 
human worship, or as it is said, 2 Kings, xxiil. 10. he de- 
files Tophet, &c.; this he did by making it a receptacle 
for the filth of the city, to consume which, fires were kept 
continually burning. Christ in this chrpter, was com- 
menting on the doctrines of the moral law; exposing the 
traditions and corrupt glosses of the elders and scribes, and 
declaring the nature and extent of the decalogue, and the 
weakness of Jewish expositions. The import of the pas- 
saze, therefore, appears to be this; being angry with your 
brother without a cause, shall expose you to the judzment 


of 23 men, andthe punishment of s/rangiing or beheading ; 


" 





ing him Raca, shall expose you to the rovneil or sane 


2 Goh “9 








God, the benefits of the Messiah, and the joys of heaven, 
belonged exclusively to them, it was peculiarly necessary 
that their warrani should be plain and iniperative, that the 
national uncharitableness of their hearts might be coun- 
teracted, and the divine liberality of Jesus be conspicuous 
in his apostles. Had the command to preach been less ex- 
plicit than we find it on record, or less exact in its require- 
ments; the primitive heralds of the gospel might have 
pleaded God’s ancient, long and distinguishing favor to 
their nation, asa reason for interpreting Christ’: words in 
conformity with their feelings ; but the great Teacher gives 
‘is messengers no epportunity to make constructive expo- 
tions of their authority, as he imparts his instructions in 
words that breathe, and thoughts that burn, so that he who 
runs may read, and he who reads may understand. Keep- 
ing in recollection the prejudice of the Jews agaiust all the 
Gentiles, the greatness of the apostles’ undertaking, which 
was to effect a moral revolution through the earth, by 
preaching the doctrine of a crucified Instructor, let us see 
how luminous is their commission, how totally incapable 
of misrepresentation. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. How deeply must the apos- 
tles have listened to these injunctions, as they were the 
words ofa beloved Master, who had lived a persecuted 
life, endured a mock trial, suffered an ignominions death, 
risen triumphant over the grave, and who was about to as- 
cend to the bosom of his God. On the other hand, did he 
possess affection for his disciples, or ability to enlighten 
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their understandings, he would not have left them in 
doubt concerning the course they should pursue, nor have 
siven them directions, the interpretation of which would 
have led them into endless perplexity. With this view of 
the subject, let us examine the commission, and see how 
the disciples obeyed it. Our position is, that the term 
world embraces the whole family of man; that Jesus so in- 
tended, and that his apostles so understood. That Christ 
used the term in this extensive manner, we infer from his 
conumanding his disciples to go into all the world, and to 
preach the gospel to every creature ; and that they so un- 
derstood him, we infer from their obeying it. The evan- 
gelists confined not their preaching to the Jewish, the Asi- 
atic, or the Roman world, but went forth into every sav- 
age and civilized part of the earth, and preached the un- 
searchable riches of the gospel. Had they disobeyed their 
Master in doing thus, he would not have granted them suc- 
cess, nor have consoled them in danger and martyrdom. 
But as they met with astonishing success, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the world, and experienced consolation 
inthe agonies of death, we believe they fulfilled their 
Master's commission, and that they enjoyed his presence to 
the end of life. If Christ sent forth his ministers to preach 
the gospel to every creature, when cvery creature was not 
to share in it, there must have been ignorance or duplicity 
on his part, as his disciples never appeared to think they 
addressed those for whom they had no gospel, or that they 
were engaged in some deep artifice. Hence the gospel 
must have been intended for the salvation of each creature ; 
or it must have been designed to impose on those whom it 
did not bless, or it must have been intended as an experi- 





the earth. This cavil must therefore be resolved into one 
of the three cases above, and the objector may take his 
choice of them. Unless the evangelists taught that Christ 
would see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied, they 
must have disgraced both him and themselves ; and unless 
they declared that he taste Geath for every man, and that 
he would draw each to himself, they could have had no 
gospel to preach, as they would have been unable to say 
for what souls it was designed. 


Another fact, evincing the correctness of our exposition, 
is the courage with which the disciples taught, and suffered 
death. Had they disobeyed their commission, by contend- 
ing that the gospel was not designed to benefit a part, or 
had they been deceivers, their fortitude would have failed 
in danger, and they would have renounced the imposture 
In truth, had Je- 
sus authorised them to preach the gospel to every creature, 


at the stake, and have saved their lives. 


and informed them that it was not intended to bless some, 
they must have been dishonest, or they would never have 
undertaken the work. Had they been honest, and thus 
instructed, they would have replied, Master, we are sin- 
cerely desirous to obey thy command, by preaching the 


gospel to every sinner, for the salvation of the world is the 
prayer of our souls; but as part on!y is to receive any ad- 
vantage from our teachings, we shall be unwilling to excite 
and blast the hopes of the rest by the preaching of false- 
hood. 


should we proclaim glad tidings for every creature, and 


We shall fee] condemnation in our own souls, 


declare that Christ tasted death for every man, being pre- 
viously assured that a great portion of the human family 
was reprobated by thy Father, who sent thee to be the 





ment on the human race. Should the first point be allow- 
ed; the commission of Christ and the conduct of his teach- 
ers agree ; God is honored, and man is blessed. Should; 
the second be granted, the most undisguised malignity 1s 
expressed against part of our race, and hypocrisy patroni- 
zed by Christ’sexample. Should the last be admitted, no 
wisdom or benevolence is discoverable, as the undertaking] 
wight terminate in the perdition of every creature. 
Another fact, showing that we have rightly interpreted) 
the language of Christ and the conduct of his disciples, is, 
the gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost. Were the 
zospel to have been preached to each individual of earth, 
it would have been necessary to struct the ministers in 
ali the languages and dialects of the earth, that no one 
should misunderstand, or be denied the privilege of hear- 
ing. As the disciples were furnished with| all tongues at 
Pentecost, the event agrees withsuch a purpose. Should 
it be objected, that God has chosen some of all nations, 
and that the evangelists were gifted with all tongues for 
the conversion of the elect, it 1s 
' 


replied, they were not 
sent to some of all nations, bvt were commanded to preach 
the gospel to every creature ; that on this condition they 
accepted their Master’s commission ; that they tarrie] in 


Jerusalem till Pentecost, to be qualified to fulfil it, and that, 





with this purpose in view, they weat forth to evangelize 


Saviour of the world, and by thyself, as his willis thine, 
It is impossible for us to endure persecution, and in pa- 
tience to possess our souls, when we shall know that the 
bitterness of our enemies is caused by the deception we 
practice, and that they have more powerful witnesses a- 
gainst us in the testification of our hearts, than they can ob- 
tain from the inconsistency of our lives. In fine, we can- 
not play the hypocrite at the stake; the love of life, the 


juorror of death, and a conscience upbraiding for preaching 


4 


salvation to the non eleet, would constrain us to confess 


¢ 


the imposture, and to purchase life by a full and hearty 


renunciation of christianity. We cannot be thy mmisiere 
on these terms, for were we anxious to promole the cause 
of deception, the love of right and the abhorrence of wrong, 
which God has imparted, would defeat the scheme, & be« 
tray usinto ruin. What answer could their fastructoe 
have made tosuch reasoniag, or how could he send then 


4 


forth, knowing that they entertained such thouzhts ta 


their hearts? Jt hence appears that Christ was honest in 
sending the gospel to every creature; that his disciples 


” 
“ 


were honest in preaching it to every ‘creature, and that 
they could therefore labor and suffer reproach, as they 
trusted in the living Ged, the Saviour of all men. 


Another reason for believing that Christ’s command te 


his anosiles is correctly explained, is the total silence of the 
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first encinies of christianity concerning the disagreement 
between ihe commission of Jesus and the teachings of his 
Messengers. All the gospels were published before the time 
of Julien and Porphyry, and thongh they were learned, 
and had an opportunity of bringing up all former objections, 
in a new and better dress, and though they were extreme- 
ly bitter foes to the crucified Jesus and his followers, yet, 
if the history of religion narrate the truth, they never ur- 
ged any variance between the directions of Christ and the 
eonduct of his preachers asa reason for rejecting chris- 
tianity; obviously for this cause, they could discover none. 
To every reficcting mind it must be apparent, that nothing 
could have constitrted a stronger objection to the doctrine 
of the apostles, than its partial or total disagreement with 
the sermons of their great Master, and the instructions he 
gave them on leaving the earth. Should the twelve have 
been questioned concerning the authority by which they 
spoke, had they preached a limited salvation, they could 
not have appealed to Christ for justification of their dec- 
irine. they could not have called themselves the servants 
of him whom the Father sent to save the world, but they, 
to prevent execution for inconsistency and hypocritical 
comnassion for all perishing sinners, must have abandoned 
christiauity, renounced the imposture, and have blasted 
the scheme they had undertaken to advance. When we 
consider the learning, power and bitterness of the oppo- 
sers; the simplicity, earnestness and perseverance of the 
apostles, and that Julian died exclaiming, Nazarene, thou 
hast conquered, we shall give some weight to this last ar- 
gument, and apply it te Christ’s professed ministers of all 
times. 
[To be continued. ] 


DEBATE ON UNIVERSALIS™. 

We have received the third number of the Philadel- 
phia Discussion, in which Mr. M’Calla continues his re- 
tnarks m his accustomed strain; attempting, m the first 
part of thisnumber, to demonstrate the eternity of pun- 
ishment from the circumstance, that the same phraseology 


is employed in describing the eternity of God, the eternity 


of Christ's Kingdom, the duration of the lappiness of the 


’ 


eqints and the sufferings of the wicked; but though he 
succeeds in establishing the eternity of the three first, he 
has found no parallelism between them and the last. Mr 
Kneeland, in replying to these observations, shows in what 
points they fail of proving endless misery, by explaining 
come passages of scripture, and by a eomparison of seme 
texts, that Mr. M’Calla had alleged as evidence ow his side 
of the ease. After this commences a discussion con: erning 
the Greek word that is translated everlasting in the com- 
mon version of the Bible. Mr. M’Calla contends that this 
word should have an unlimited meaning, as it is applied to 
the existence of God, and we know that he exists ever. 
But with equal reason we might urge that it should have 
a limited meaning, as !t 1s applied to things, which have 


rT 


lang since passelaway, ‘The truth however i 


word determines nothing, its exteut of signification being 
fixed by the subject to which it is applied. This being the 
fact, eternal punishment is not proveable from this word, 
as it cannot be urged in proof of God's eternal existence. 
To satisfy the readers of the English Bible, it is only ne- 
cessary to remark, that if this term be understood in an un- 
restricted sense, the Israelites are now the inhabitants of 
Palestine, & the descendants of Aaron continue to be their 
priests; but as all know these things are not so, it must be 
granted, that this word depends on its subject for the ex- 
tent of its meaning. 


Dr. Exy, of Philadelphia, has written Mr. Bansov, as- 
suring him that, ia his opinion, “ Mr. M’Caila is a man of 
sound mind and unblemished integrity, and that he never 
wrote, indited, or addressed one line on any subject to him 
orto Mr. Mircuent, of New-York, in his life. Que thing,” 
says the Dr. “I ean positively affirm, that he never con- 
sulted me about challenging any man, to any sort of con- 
test, nor did I ever give my sanction, by writing or other- 
wise, to his challenging any one.” Thus it appears, that 
deception has been practised on Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Bal- 
lou, but by whom, er for what purpose, time must unfold. 


NEW ASSOCIATIONS. 
A new association has been formed in New-Hampshire. 
by the name of the Rockingham Universalist Association, 


and its first session held in the town of Deerfield. Seven 





brethren were present at the formation of this association, 
who, aiter the services were conaluded, and the necessary 
jarrangements made, adjourned it to meet on the first Wed- 
Inesday and Thursday in Sept. 1825, in Nottingham, N. H. 
| Another Association of Universalists has been formed in 
IN w-Hampshire, and its first session held in Westmore- 
jland. Four brethren were present at its formation, who 
jhave adjourned to meet at Hancock, N. H. onthe second 
Wednesday and Friday of June, 1825. 


The Philadelphia Gazetteer mentions that Mr. R. L. 
Jennings has commenced preaching the gospel in Philadel- 
jjoua ond the vicinity, and that the Universalists are much 
pleased with this new preacher. We presume he is the 
ventleman who took notes of the discussion between 
Viesers. Kneeland aad M’Calla. 

rT 
ALVOTHER BAPTIST CONVERSION. 


Phe fo'low 


‘ ug ts anextract from a communication by 
Brother Thomas Whittemore, in which is described the 
method adoptel Ly a Baptict commitice, to proselyte a 
Universalist toa beliefin endless mi ery. Should the Bap- 


alice 


s generally pursue this course, retusing to give the rea- 
sais Of their own faith, or to pot out the weakness and 
danger of others’ sentiments, they may expect similar sue- 
sess. “Thou, who teachest another, teachest thou thy 


} 3 . 
self: Sapientibus verbum satis. 


“The young gentleman who was alluded to in the com- 
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Sy He. CA symucction signed by me in the last Magazine, has, | have 





a 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 





18S 








ince learned, been excommunicated for believing the doc- 


trine of Universal Salvation. 
ever ing the person there mentioned was excommunicated 


young gentleman’s name is Marsua.i. KIMBALL. 


tiau churches should be greatly lameuted, 
Tney first went to prayer. 


ror of his ways. 
The young man says he then thought they were going t 
make an attempt to reason with him. 
they begau to reprimand him for embracing an error, 


error. 


doubte: 1, 
not such conduct imsolent ? 


him. What sort of a christian would he have 


did? 
their doctrine, for they would not reason with him. 


it. But they did not succeed. 


sincere. 


aothing until he was convine ced of its truth. 
4i us as these made him a Universalist, and commendable 


as they were, they were undoubtedly the cause of his dis- 


mission from the church,—Universalist Magazine. 


A SOLEMN MONITION. 


“Ill habits gather by unseen degrees ; 
As brooks run rivers, rivers swell to seas.” 
Dryden. 
Upon the face of our country,in most other respects s¢ 


iree and happy, there are two Plague-spots, of awful mag- 
: the one is the involuntary 


nitude, and of mortal aspect : 
slavery of sc large a portion of its populution ; and the 
other, the voluntary and chosen slavery of nuuberle 
multitudes, to the all-destroying power of strong drink 
Now wide is this deadly evil spread ! 
aumerous, how deplorably wretched, are its victims! 


Among this vast group of muiserables, are to be found 


ma..y, of opulent parentage ; many, who did ouce inherit 
wealth themselves ; many, who once were respectable and 
respected ; many, who once were distinguished for indus- 
iry, economy and thrift; many, who once were bright in 
intellect and possessed of amiable qualities of beart ; ma- 
ny, that once had a delicate sense of honour and nobleness 


It appears that on the same 


They prayed that God 
would open his mind to conviction, and that they might be 
influenced by the Holy Spirit in convincing him of the er- 
So far very well, if they were sincere.— 


But to his surprise, 
He 
requested them to reason with him, and convince him of his 
But to this they were not inclined. They set 
themselves up as being right,and would not allow it ‘to be 
Nearly all they did was to reprimand him. Is 
‘They assumed the very thing 
which should have been the subject of their labor with 


been had 
they succeeded in making him confess he believed as they 
They could not have cenvinced him of the truth of}; 
He 
would have been a hypocrite, and they would have known 
He was determined to be 
He was willing to converse with them, and rea- 
dy to give a reason for the hope that was in him, but he 
w oukd exercise his own judg rment, and profess to believe 
Such resolu- 


Hlow immensely 


wounding blows ; now, both wife and chrildren are forsa~ 
ken,—or even worze,—are made to endure, day and night, 


,|the brutality of a drunken husband and father, who, in- 
«a comunittee was appointed to labor with the young gen- 


tleman whose excommunication we now record. This 
The 
way in which this committee endeavored to convince him 
ef his error is worthy of particular notice, inasmuch as it 
manifests that spirit of insolence whuse prevalence in chris- 


stead of supporting them, is become their fiendlike tor- 
mentor. 

This picture, so far from overcharged or aggravated, is 
but a faint copy of the ghastliness of the origimal. 


Our country is invaded, and, in considerable part, al- 
realy conquered. ‘The enemy has entered every town, 
almost every village, and is dragging away, year by year, 
fresh numbers of our citizens into slavery for life ; a slave- 
ry worse than Algerine, worse than is any where endured 
by the wretched Africans. This innumerable multitude 
of doubly, and most deeply faller men—scattered about 
»jover the whole face of ourcountry, are not merely a dead 
loss to, but a dead weight upon, the general society. And 
moreover, they are drawing others into the same vortex of 
perdition ; each being like a mildewed ear of corn, which 
blasts the ears contiguous to it. Assuredly, then, it be- 
hooves that all who have any regard for Religion, or Mor- 
als, or Country, should employ their united and assiduous 
endeavours to stay this plague ere it infect and consume 
the general mass of the population. 

Of the habitual} and confirmed drunkards, 


there seems 
very little hope of a thorough cure. 


Somewhere it is re- 
uted in substance, that a monkey, having been accustomed 
to the taste of strong drink, began to love it;—that one day 
watching his opportunity, he helped himself, and drank so 
freely, that he became sick and dizzy, and fell into the fire 
and burnt his foot, anu that never after, though repeated- 
ly urged, could he be prevailed with to drink so much as 
a single drop. 

Would that, in similar cases the like prudence were 
found in Won !—He, on the contrary, the more he experi- 
ences the effects of the raging poison, is the more bewitch- 
ed after it. ‘Though it makes him dizzy and sick, loath- 
some and self-loathed, and oceasions him much worse bod- 
ily ills than befel the monkey; yet all tis but increases 
the greecliness of his desire, and strengthens the chains of 
his bondage. One, of very many, masters the habit after 
it is become inveterate, and thereby entitles himself to no 
small degree of honour. With some others, there is, all 
) {their days, a struggle between moral feeling and appetite. 
They sometimes scofch the snake, but never killit. Their 
condition is like that of the fabled Sisyphus, condemned te 
{the fruitless toil of rolling up a steep hill, a heavy stone, 
;| which, ere he gets it to the top, ever comes tumbling back, 
and compels him to begin his labour anew.—But, as to the 
general mass of drunkards, such a marvellous stupefaction 
befals them, that they seein to quite lose all moral sense, 
and all regard to consequences :—-they ave of the hospital 
of incurables. 





of sentiment ; many, who ouce had felt, and deeply felt 
the endearing ties of relatiouship—whose company ha: ij 
given daily delight to parents, brothers, sisters, wives and! 
children ; many, who had been the hope 
their kindred, the ornaments of sncioty—Aill the cup of 
abomination poisoned them, soul and body. |; 


Now, they are as lazy as poor ;, now, their once comely; 
visages are changed to disgusting and hideous ; now, their 


bodies are debilitated and corrupted ; now, every fine and 
yoble feeling ts utterly extinguished, and all sense oi hon- 
our and shame gone and lost ; now, brutal feroc.:ousness 
succeeds to the former suavity of temper ; now, vatural 


affections themselves are extinct ; now, the aged and wo- 


struck parent is wautonly msulted or shamefully negleet- 
now, the estimable, the once so ened 


ed and disrerarded ; 


ly beloved wile. Js asta 


In no wise is it to he expected that very many of thoze 
who are become real drunkards will ever 
where the habit is not fixed and inveterate, to master it is 
comparatively easy. 


reiorm: yet, 


If you are but just beginning to form this most perni- 





“The hour’s now come ; 


‘cious of habits, Pause ! for heaven’ss sake, Pause 


and pride of 


This very minute bids thee ope thine ear, 
Obey, and be attentive.” 
See the pit lying before you. It is naked; it hath no 
covering, onestep further, and you are enguiphed, and 
iforever lost. While it is yet in your power, 


| e dash from 
your lips the cup of intemperance. 


{ heartily pity the poverty of your 





ded with epprabricus langues, 


and 


a 


“For in the wreath that decks the flowing bow], 


Fell adders hiss, and poisoned serpents roll,” 


W hat ! 


Fhough young, do you need stimu! 


ants already ? 


spirits. Assuredly, the 
young. should have enough of that con amodi tv-~enough o! 
genuine, unsophisticated, aaimal spirits, of the? n | 
4 young an, now needs stimulants tamoke | eh ger? 
. 
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and lively, what a lifeless lump, what a mere inanunate 
clod, must he be, when his youth is departed? And be- 
sides ; he that requires daily doses of strong drink in the 
season of youth, is always sure to be a drunkard at middle 
age. —Perhaps you may think you are in very little dan- 
ger yet, or in none at all.—And so thought tens and hun- 
dreds of thousands before you, till they were inextricably 
involved in the awful snare. 

It is one, of long experience, who addresseth you. The 
hand now writing is withered with age, and must soon be 
mouldering in the dust.—Brief Remarker. 


MIQUON, OR WILLIAM PENN. 

One of the prettiest touches of feeling of which we have 
ever heard, was witnessed in the conduct of certain Indians 
from the interior, who some years ago visited our city.— 
Woen the statue in the Hospital yard was pointe: Jout to 
them as the firure of Miagon. or Wriuiam PENN, they 
all, with one consent, feil down on their knees before it— 
thus testifying in the strongest manner in their power their 
reverenge for the character of one of the few white men, 
who hav Apreated their race with humanity. It was not 
au exhibition got up for efiect—it was the result ofa burst 
of feelinz—ofa deeply umplanted feeling which neither 
time nor distanee had been able to eradicate. It had des- 

cended from father to son, had been cherished in the west 
ern wilds. anc evinced itself in the midst of civilized society, 


by the strongest of natural signs of reverence.—Piil. Gaz. 





ANOTHER CHALLENGE 
Mr. M’Calla has challenged Mr. Kneeland to anothe 
controversy, to which he has assented, on condition that 
Mr. M’Calla’s friends will open one of their Meeting- 
Flouses, to show that they approve of his method of con- 
ducting an argument, and to reciprocate the favor they en- 
joyed in the use of his Church, in the first debate. 
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From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 


SACRED MELODY. 
“Tam the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 
Sr. Joun, xiv. 6. 
Thou art the Way—and he who sighs, 
Amid this starless waste of wo, 
To find a pathway to the skies, 
A light from Heaven’s eternal glow, 
By thee must come thou gate of love, 
‘Through which the saints undoubting trod ; 
Till faith discovers, like the Dove, 
An Ark, a resting place in Gop. 


Thon art the Truth—whose steady day 
Shines on through earthly blight t and bloom 
The pure, the everlasting ray, 
‘The lainp that shines e’en in the tomb; 
The licht that out of darlness springs, 
And guide th those that blindly ge 
Phe word whose pres lous Tal Jiauce fli ngs, 
lis hisire upou all below. 


‘Thou art the Life—the blessed well, 
With living waters gushing o'er, 
Which those that drink shall ever dwell 
Where sin and thirst are known no more; 
Fhou art the mystic pillar giv'n 
Our lamp by night, our heht by day ; 
Thos : he a: lheon;) fe i . 
Thou art the sacred bread trom Hleayv'a: 


From the Kentucky Gasette. 
THE FAMILY BIBLE. 


How painfully pleasing the fond recollection 
Of youthful connections and innocent joy, 
When blest with parental advice and affection, 
Surrounded with mercies—with peace from on high, 
I still view the chairs of my sire and my mother, 
The seats of the offspring as ranged on each hand, 
And that richest of Books, which excell’d ev’ry other-- 
The family Bible, that lay on the stand. 
CHORUS. 
The old fashion’d Bible, the dear blessed Bible, 
The family Bible that lay on the stand. 


That Bible, the volume of God's inspiration, 
At morn and at evening could yield us delight; 
And the prayer of our sire was a sweet invocation, 
For mercy by day, and for safety through night. 
Our hymns of thanksgiving, with harmony swelling, 
All warm trom the heart of a family band, 
Half rais’d us from earth to that rapturous dwelling, 
Describ’d in the Bible, that lay on the stand, 


Yet, scenes of tranquility, long have we parted, 
My hope’s almost gone, and my parents no more, 
In sorrow and sadness I jive broken hearted, 
Awd wander unknown, to a fer distant shore. 
Yet how can I doubt a dear Saviour’s protection, 
Forgetful of gifts from his bountiful hand ; 
Oh ! let me, with patience, receive his correction, 
And think of the Bible, that Jay on the stand. 











DIED, 
In this City, James Seymoun, about 14 years of age ; 
son of Mr. Frederick Seymour. His death was occasion- 
ed by eating white mushrooms. Jt is seriously hoped this 
occurrence may prove a caution to those who are in the 
habit of eating this plant, as it is so dangerous a poison, that 
this young man died in twenty-four hours after eating it. 








The following Books and Pamphlets may be had by ap- 
plyilug at this Oilice. 


KweEeLAND’s Translation of the New Testament, $1! 50 
Do. Columbian Miscellany, 1 0G 
Do. Lectures, 75 

3anLou’s Notes on the Parables, i 00 

Do. Treatiseon Atonement, i 00 

Do. Series of Letters, 1 00 

Do. Eleven Sermons, 50 
Hymn Book used at the Universalist Church ia 

this City, To 
A juminous discourse on the “ Coming of Christ,” 

from 2 Thess. i. 6, 10, by Rev. J. S. Tsome- 

son, recently of the Methodist Pe reuasion. § 
A Discourse, delivered at the United States’ 

Cc hapel, Springfield, (Ms.)—by David Pickering. 12 
Sin against the Holy Ghost, —by Geo. B. Lisher. 10 
Force of Prejudice, Qu 
History of the Inqusition, iz 


4 Discourse, delivered at the Universalist Church 
in the City of Hudson, (N. ¥.)—by D. Pickering. 12 
Subscriptions received for the Christian Telescope, pub- 
lished at Providence, R. 1.—Also, for the Rochester Maga- 
zine, published at Rochester, N. Y. 
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